
   

 

 

     
  

   
Wednesday 21st May 2025 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
PJA RESPONSE TO BHA CHANGING ROOMS ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
On the surface, this announcement from the British Horseracing Authority is a positive 
step forward.  However, on closer inspection this doesn’t really change anything other than 
enforcing existing BHA General Instructions on warm-up areas/equipment and ensuring 
that all Jockey Club Racecourse venues complete by the end of 2027 rather than 2030, 
which we know from recent discussions with JCR that they were already planning. 
 
We are therefore extremely disappointed, particularly on behalf of our significant female 
membership, with the BHA Board for its continued failure to grip this issue whilst dressing 
up their decision as progress. We are effectively in the position we were at the start of 2024 
when the BHA Board and RCA agreed to extend the completion deadline from October 
2024 to December 2027, a decision we vehemently opposed. 
 
We would like to reiterate our sincere thanks to those racecourses who have already 
completed the upgrades or are very close to doing so. We also welcome the new-found 
focus and engagement from many racecourses on this project following recent media 
coverage of the inadequate and often discriminatory facilities our members have had to 
endure at many racecourses. 
 
Given the financial climate, we could have accepted some delay to the completion of the 
project if the works would be complete for a racecourse’s first fixture of their new season 
in 2026.  But we cannot accept that our members will have to endure sub-standard and 
discriminatory facilities at up to 12 racecourses well into 2027 and we will have to consider 
our next steps. 
 
NOTES FOR EDITORS: 
 

1. For more information, please contact Dale Gibson, Executive Director (Racing), on 
07970 149415. 

 
2. The courses that have completed their works are Leicester, Brighton, Fakenham, 

Taunton, Warwick, Newmarket July, Pontefract, Ripon, Beverley, Newton Abbot, 
Worcester, Southwell, Stratford, Hamilton, Musselburgh, Goodwood, Doncaster and 
York. 

 
3. Newbury, Chelmsford City, Catterick, Sandown, Wolverhampton, Wetherby, 

Windsor, Chepstow, Lingfield, Plumpton, Perth and Ludlow are expected to 
complete later this year. 

 
4. Courses that we understand will be completed in time for their first meeting of their 

new season in 2026 are:  Salisbury, Ascot, Chester, Thirsk and Redcar. 


