
   

 

 

     
  

 

PRESS RELEASE 
STATEMENT FROM FEMALE JOCKEYS 

 
The PJA has been asked to issue the following statement on behalf of a number of female jump jockeys in 
response to today’s decision by the BHA Disciplinary Panel in the case against Robbie Dunne.  They have 
asked that their names are not added to the statement having seen the reaction towards anyone who has 
expressed such views.   
 
“Firstly we would like to reassure everyone that, on the whole, our experiences within the weighing room 
have been overwhelmingly positive. We need not cover this again as many of our colleagues have spoken 
out about this and we feel we can relate to their experiences. The weighing room is our family and is a place 
we all will be very sad to leave once our careers are over. 
 
“With regards to the hearing involving Robbie following a complaint about his conduct by Bryony, we are 
really disappointed with the way us and our male colleagues have all been portrayed by the BHA and 
subsequently reported in the media.  From our understanding , what most people are upset about is why no 
one has spoken up to say they heard anything and why the weighing room “turned a blind eye” to bullying.   
 
“We do not accept that our weighing room colleagues have not been truthful through the process.  If anyone 
had evidence that could have been useful to either side, it is disappointing if they haven’t  come forward but 
given the BHA’s handling of the matter and the public reaction to the case and anyone who has given 
evidence that wasn’t in line with the prosecution it is not necessarily surprising if that’s been the case.   
 
“One thing to consider though is if anyone thinks they heard something but don’t know for sure what was 
said or genuinely cannot recall, how are they supposed to stand up and be cross examined when they don’t 
know exactly what happened?   How is it fair to either side to speculate or make up a memory of what might 
have been said when evidence was collected so long after the event?   Would people prefer us to lie and 
make up stuff to fit what they want to hear? We can only say our truth here!  
 
“It is sad that whilst one woman is being praised for speaking her truth, the rest of us have been shamed for 
doing the same. At no point have we condoned what is alleged to have happened - we just haven’t been able 
to give any evidence to support it as we don’t have any. If anyone heard anything and has held on to it, they 
are letting the whole weighing room down and it would be hugely disappointing. 
 
“One thing that this whole incident highlights is the need to expect better from one another. This is not just 
something within the weighing room or within the broader industry, it is across all walks of life. We would 
challenge anyone to stand up and say they have never said something to someone they regret or would love 
to take back. We have to take lessons from these occurrences, learn from them and move on.  
 
“We have spent years trying to call on the BHA to take notice of us and they have failed us. We believe they 
have used the rest of the weighing room as scape goats to conceal the fact they have let female riders down 
despite ours and the PJA’s complaints. They failed to act when we pushed them on the substandard facilities 
and have only started to do so since this case went public.  
 



   

 

 

     
  

 
“They have let both Bryony and Robbie down by taking so long to deal with this, leaving it festering in the air 
between colleagues and in the meantime being the ultimate cause of leaks it to the press. Finally, they have 
let us down by calling us and our male friends and colleagues liars and accusing us of turning a blind eye to 
bullying.  You cannot turn a blind eye to something you have not seen. 
 
“We really hope that it hasn’t put off further people seeking justice in the future as who could ever want to 
put themselves through this even though they have every right to?  We are aware that the PJA has supported 
another of our colleagues in taking a complaint to the BHA but it is reassuring that negative experiences are 
not the norm and that we are not simply the “lucky ones”.   We really hope that people can respect this point 
and understand that even though the weighing room isn’t perfect, this ‘rancid culture’ the BHA refers to is 
something totally unfamiliar to us.  
 
“We have tried over the years to create a welcoming and supportive environment for young female jockeys 
to come in to, as much as can be possible considering the working conditions all jockeys are faced with as a 
result of BHA inaction. We can only say the same of the valets and male jockeys who have looked after us 
over the years too and we really hope this can continue.  
 
“Times have and continue to change and there are some aspects of what has traditionally been the norm 
that need to change too.  Now that our concerns over facilities are finally being heard and acted upon the 
weighing room will be changing too.  Everyone understand the need for this but it doesn’t mean we need to 
be segregated entirely – none of us want that.   
 
“This is our truth.  We hope people can understand our views and not cut us down for speaking up and 
probably saying stuff that they don’t want to hear.” 
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