
                        

PRESS RELEASE 
NIGEL PAYNE TO STEP DOWN AS PJA CHAIRMAN 

 
Nigel Payne, Chairman of the PJA since 2012, has announced he is to step down from his role at the end of 
June. 
 
Payne joined the PJA shortly after current Chief Executive Paul Struthers.  Prior to this, he had held a variety 
of roles within racing, firstly at Ladbrokes and subsequently with the International Racing Bureau and Satellite 
Information Services.  He is best known for his role at Aintree working as the Press Officer at Aintree 
Racecourse for the Randox Health Grand National, a position he has held since 1976.  He also played a key 
role at the Horserace Sponsors Association for many years and since 2002 has been Chairman of the Peter 
O’Sullevan Charitable Trust.   
 
Since becoming Chairman in 2012, the PJA has considerably enhanced both its services to members and its 
position within the industry.  These achievements include: 
 

 Significant increases in commercial income, increasing the benefits to PJA members whilst 
significantly reducing costs 

 Securing major rules changes – the introduction of Flexible Suspensions, overhauling the BHA’s 
Disciplinary Panel and changes to Apprentice & Conditional Jockey Fee Splits to name just a few 

 Introducing a dedicated and comprehensive mental health support network 

 Working with the ROA to introduce a Non-Runner Fee for jockeys 

 Securing changes to the fixture list 

 An overhaul of PJA communications leading to a new website, members’ handbook and WhatsApp 
broadcast channels 

 
Speaking of his time at the PJA, Payne said: 
  
"I feel that after 8 years I have achieved as much as I can although it is of course for others to judge these 
achievements. I joined the PJA shortly after Paul Struthers became Chief Executive and together we have 
taken great strides in strengthening the Association and its standing in the industry. 
 
“I have seldom enjoyed a role more and I have been very proud to represent our jockeys at the various 
Industry Committees and Forums over the years.  It has been a true privilege and I have made many friends 
amongst the Jockey ranks and look forward to continuing those friendships.” 
 
Nick Rust, Chief Executive of the BHA, said: 
 

“Our relationship with the PJA is constructive and positive, and that in no small part is a result of the 
leadership Nigel provided, supported by Paul and the other executives. We will miss working with Nigel, but 
wish him well with his next steps.” 
 
PJ McDonald, PJA Flat President, said: 
 
“I was very sad to hear that Nigel was standing down and he will be sorely missed. I’d like to thank Nigel for 
all you have done for the PJA and its members and it has been very much appreciated. He has been a big help 
to me personally and I wish him all the best.” 
 



 
 
 
Tom Scudamore, leading Jump Jockey and PJA Board Member, said:  
 
“I would like to thank Nigel for all of his hard work over the last 8 years with the PJA. I am very grateful for 
all he has done for jockeys, and I’ve seen the PJA go from strength to strength under his chairmanship and 
with all the work from the PJA team.” 
 
Paul Struthers, Chief Executive of the PJA, said: 
 
“Nigel has been a fantastic support for me and the team and has been a passionate advocate for our members 
and the work the PJA does.  He will be missed by all the team.” 

8th June 2020 

 
Notes for Editors: 
 
For further information, contact:  
  
Paul Struthers, PJA Chief Executive – Tel: 07966 590105 email: ps@thepja.co.uk 
 
Nigel Payne, PJA Chairman – Tel: 07768 025265, email: nigel@earthsummit.co.uk 
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