
                        

PRESS RELEASE 
JOCKEYS AT ROYAL ASCOT TO DONATE RIDING FEES TO THE NHS 

 
Jockeys riding at Royal Ascot on Saturday have come together and agreed to donate their riding fees to the 
NHS, in recognition of the dedication and amazing work of all NHS staff throughout the Covid 19 crisis and 
for the outstanding care they provide to injured jockeys. 
 
The initiative was the brainchild of jockey Martin Dwyer, who won the Group 2 King Edward VII Stakes at 
Ascot on Tuesday on Pyledriver, trainer by his father-in-law William Muir. 
 
Dwyer, who is also a Director of the PJA, said: 
 
“We wanted to do something to recognise all of our amazing NHS staff who’ve worked tirelessly throughout 
this crisis, especially as jockeys rely on the NHS whenever we have a fall and the overwhelming majority of 
racecourse medical staff also work in the NHS. We owe them a huge debt of gratitude and this is our way of 
saying thank you.” 
 
Paul Struthers, Chief Executive of the PJA, said: 
 
“The medical provision on the racecourse, provided by doctors and nurses who also work in the NHS, is the 
best in the world.  Our jockeys also receive first class care from the NHS and its staff when they are injured 
in a fall, as happened to one of our members earlier this week. It therefore doesn’t surprise me in the slightest 
that jockeys would come up with an initiative like this themselves and it’s a wonderful gesture.” 
 
A flat jockey’s riding fee is £127.40 and with over 100 horses due to race at Ascot on Saturday it is hoped that 
over £10,000 will he raised for NHS Charities Together, the umbrella organisation that represents more than 
230 NHS charities. 
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Notes for Editors: 
 
For further information, contact Paul Struthers, PJA Chief Executive – Tel: 07966 590105 email: 
ps@thepja.co.uk 
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